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THE SUPERIORITY OF THE MULATTO 



E. B. REUTER 
University of Chicago 



Perhaps the most significant fact regarding the Negro people 
in America is the degree to which the race has undergone differen- 
tiation during the period of contact with European civilization. 
From the low and relatively uniform state of West African culture 
there has come to be a degree of cultural heterogeneity not else- 
where observable among a primitive people. While the bulk of the 
race in America is as yet net many steps removed from the African 
standards, there has nevertheless arisen a considerable middle class, 
which conforms in most essential respects to the conventional 
middle-class standards of American people, as well as a small intel- 
lectual group, some members of which have succeeded in coming 
within measurable distance of the best models of European culture. 
Within the racial group in America at the present time there are 
represented the antipodal degrees of human culture: at the one 
extreme are the standards of West Africa; at the other, those of 
Western Europe. 

A study of the more advanced groups shows a great prepon- 
derance of individuals of mixed blood and a dearth, almost an entire 
absence, of Negroes of pure blood. In the numerous lists of excep- 
tional Negroes, published from time to time by Negroes as well as 
by white students of race matters, there is a regular recurrence of a 
few names; the various lists are virtually repetitions. The dozen 
or score of men everywhere mentioned as having attained some 
degree of eminence are, in all but one or two cases, men of more 
Caucasian than Negro blood. In a recently published compilation 
of one hundred and thirty-nine of the supposedly best-known Ameri- 
can Negroes 1 there are not more than four men of pure Negro blood, 
and one of these, at least, owes his prominence to the fact of his 

1 "Who's Who in Colored America," the Crisis Calendar for 1916. 
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black skin and African features rather than to any demonstrated 
native superiority. Of the twelve Negroes on whom the degree 
of doctor of philosophy has been conferred by reputable American 
universities, eleven at least were men of mixed blood. 1 Among the 
professional classes of the race the mulattoes outclass the black 
Negroes perhaps ten to one, and the ratio is yet higher if only men 
of real attainments be considered. In medicine 2 the ratio is prob- 
ably fifteen to one, in literature 3 the ratio is somewhat higher, on 
the stage 4 it is probably thirteen to one, in music s the ratio is at 
least twelve to one. In art 6 no American Negro of full blood has 
so far found a place among the successful. In politics, 7 the min- 
istry, 8 and other occupations in which success is in no way con- 
ditioned by education or ability the proportion of mulattoes to 
black Negroes is somewhat less, though still high. In politics the 
ratio is at least seven to one, and even in the ministry it is not less 
than five to one. The successful business men of the race are in 
nearly all cases men of a bi-racial ancestry. 9 Among the successful 

1 A list of these men is given in the Negro Year Book, 1914-15, p. 231. 

' John A. Kenney, The Negro in Medicine; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 334-38. 

3B. G. Brawley, The Negro in Literature and Art; Negro Literature (reprint 
from the Fourteenth Report of the Atlanta Conference). Negro Year Book, 1914-15, 
pp. 403-4, gives a bibliography of books by Negro writers; see also D. W. Culp, 
Twentieth Century Negro Literature or Cyclopedia of Thought by One Hundred of Ameri- 
ca's Greatest Negroes. 

* Brawley, The Negro in Literature and Art, pp. 39 ff.; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, 
pp. 276-77. 

s James W. Johnson, "The Negro of Today in Music," Charities, XV, 58-59; 
Brawley, The Negro in Literature and Art, pp. 53 ff.; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 
266-70; The American History and Encyclopaedia of Music, "Negro Music and Negro 
Minstrelsy," VIII, 40-70. 

6 Brawley, The Negro in Literature and Art, pp. 44 ff.; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, 
pp. 273-75; W. F. O'Donnell, "Meta Vaux Warrick; Sculptor of Horrors," The World 
Today, XIII, 1139-45- 

' J. R. Lynch, The Facts of Reconstruction; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 151-53; 
Booker T. Washington, Frederick Douglass, pp. 279-80. 

'Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 170-83. 

» The life membership of the National Negro Business League includes prac- 
tically every American Negro who has made any exceptional success in a business way 
Each annual report of the league carries a list of the life members; see also Booker T. 
Washington, The Negro in Business, and Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 300-310. 
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men in every field of human effort which Negroes have entered 
there is the same disproportion between the numbers of pure- and 
mixed-blood individuals. 

If the attention be turned from the present situation to the 
ethnic composition of the exceptional Negroes of the previous 
decades, the same preponderance of mulattoes is disclosed. The 
few Negroes who gained prominence during the slave regime — 
itinerant preachers, runaway slaves, insurrectionists, and the like 
— were most frequently from the mixed-blood group. 1 The little 
group of Negroes who gained some notoriety through their being 
exploited by the abolitionists were mulattoes in all cases but one. 2 
The group of Negroes who rose to a transient prominence during 
the Reconstruction period were in very few cases men of unmixed 
Negro blood. 3 In all times in the history of the American Negro 
and in all fields of human effort in which the Negroes have entered, 
the successful individuals, with very few exceptions, have been 
mulattoes. The black Negroes, either past or present, who have 
made any marked degree of success are decidedly rare exceptions. 

Nor is this a peculiarity of the American racial situation. The 
same thing seems to be true in other countries in which a mixed- 
blood race exists alongside a pure-blood native race. Boaz, 4 
pointing out the "relatively high degree of culture" attained by 
certain African tribes in Western Soudan, owing to their contact 
with the invading Arabs, remarks: "The invaders intermarried 
with the natives; and the mixed races, some of which are almost 
purely Negro, have risen high above the level of other African 
Negroes." 5 In South Africa the mulattoes are on a distinctly 
higher cultural level than are the natives of unmixed blood. 6 In 
the British West Indies the more cultured mulattoes have been 

1 Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 170-75; William Still, The Underground Railroad. 

* A brief sketch of each of these men is given in the Negro Year Book for 1914-15, 
pp. 102-6. 

3 Booker T. Washington, "Negro Disfranchisement and the Negro in Business," 
Outlook, XCIII, 311 ff.; Negro Year Book, 1914-15, pp. 151 f. 

« Franz Boaz, The Mind of Primitive Man, pp. 13-14. 

'Ibid., p. 14. 

6 H. E. S. Freemantle, The New Nation, pp. 217-18; M. S. Evans, Black and 
White in South East Africa, pp. 289-90; Elisee Reclus, Africa, IV, 149. 
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formed into a middle-class group, separated from, and superior to, 
the black peasantry. 1 The individuals of the race who have risen 
to prominence in political or professional affairs have been members 
of the mixed-blood caste. In North Brazil the mixed-blood group 
of Portuguese, Indian, and Negro ancestry are on a distinctly higher 
social and intellectual plane than are either the Negroes or the 
native Indians. 2 In Mexico and elsewhere in Central and South 
America the half-breeds form a more or less distinct and separate 
class somewhat inferior to the whites and distinctly superior to 
the pure-blood natives. 3 In the Philippines the half-castes of 
Chinese-Moro, as well as those of Spanish-Moro, origin are well 
in advance, intellectually, of the pure-blood natives. 4 Every man 
of the Filipino group who has risen above mediocrity under the 
Spanish, as under the American, occupancy of the islands has been 
a man of bi-racial ancestry. 5 Elsewhere the same thing is true. 
The mixed-blood race everywhere occupies a higher status than 
does its darker-colored racial parent, and it is from the ranks of 
the mixed bloods that the superior individuals who appear from 
time to time among the backward races have sprung. 

In view of the great number of Negro people in the United 
States, both of pure and of mixed blood, and of their relative cul- 
tural retardation, it is a matter of first-rate importance to know the 
cause of the observed condition. Is it due to causes which are 

"William Thorp, "How Jamaica Solves the Negro Problem, World's Work, 
VIII, 4908-13; W. P. Livingstone, "The West Indian and American Negro," North 
American Review, CLXXXV, 647; A. F. Stone, Studies in the American Race Problem, 
p. 27. 

1 Jean Baptiste de Lacerda, "The Metis or Half-Breeds of Brazil," Inter-Racial 
Problems, pp. 280-82; James Bryce, South America, pp. 492, 565; The South American 
Year Book, 19T5, p. 2r6. 

3 W. H. Koebel, The South Americans, p. 97; The South American Year Book, 1915, 
PP- 7> S°3> Sir Harry H. Johnston, The Negro in the New World, pp. 332-37; Bryce, 
South America, pp. 470-771. 

« Charles E. Woodruff, "Some Laws of Racial and Intellectual Development," 
Journal of Race Development, in, 175; Friedrich Ratzel, The History of Mankind. 
A. J. Butler's English Translation, I, 397; James A. LeRoy, The Americans in the 
Philippines, p. 76. 

* A. E. Jenks, "Assimilation in the Philippines, as Interpretated in Terms of 
Assimilation in America," American Journal of Sociology, XIX, 783; Carl Crow, 
"What about the Filipinos?" World's Work, XXVI, 519, 523. 
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temporary in their action and itself, consequently, a phenomenon 
that will pass as the Negro people are more completely assimilated 
by European culture and approach more nearly to the cultural 
standards of the white race ? Or is this superiority of the mixed- 
blood man an expression of forces, inherent in the race or in the 
conditions of the social contact of dissimilar peoples^ which the 
educational, economic, and moral advance of the race will leave 
relatively unaltered? Is the mixed-blood group to remain the 
superior class within, or caste above, the race and to furnish the 
intellectually capable men during the entire period required for 
the race to lose its distinctive racial traits and to disappear within 
the general population ? We will confine ourselves to the American 
situation. 

The most simple and obvious means of accounting for the 
observed superiority of the mulattoes is to deny the equality of 
the parent races and to attribute the superiority of the mixed- 
blood individuals to the fact of a superior racial heredity. To the 
great majority of men it has always appeared quite obvious that 
in point of mental capacity there was a distinct difference in the 
races: cultured man has always regarded primitive man as inferior. 
Europeans have always assumed that the white race was endowed 
by nature with a superior order of intelligence. This commonly 
accepted explanation, however, fails to explain. The assumption 
of superior mental capacity on the part of the white man rests 
upon the tacit assumption that those peoples are superior which 
are most advanced in civilization. The achievements of the white 
race and its leadership throughout the whole of historic times 
marks them as superior; the assumption of the inherent mental 
incapacity of the Negro race finds its basis and justification in the 
fact that the race has occupied an inferior cultural level through- 
out the historic period. On the other hand, the differences in 
institutions, cultural achievement, and social development among 
races are accounted for in terms of the mental capacity of the peo- 
ples concerned and of their capacity for progress. Obviously such 
circuity leads nowhere. 

The lower culture of the Negro peoples is of course a simple 
observational fact and is to be accepted as such. To question it 
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is to deny the obvious. But to draw from it the conclusion that 
the race is incapable of higher culture or that the inferior culture 
is the necessary expression of inferior racial capacity is equally 
unjustifiable. The relative mental ability of peoples cannot 
always be measured by their comparative achievement in civili- 
zation. Inferior culture of long standing does, indeed, create a 
presumption of inferior native capacity — it puts the burden of 
proof on the side of those who assert the equality of the races and 
deny the inherent mental capacity of the peoples of lower culture — 
but it is by no means a conclusive demonstration of the fact. It 
is necessary to distinguish between the possibilities inherent in 
a people and their actual attainments. The possession of inferior 
civilization in itself proves nothing in regard to the race's capacity 
for cultural advancement. The fact must be taken in connection 
with the opportunity which the race has had for the acquisition of 
civilization. Achievement alone is not a test. Culture is a social 
product, not a biological fact. Its absence from a race no more 
proves that the ability to acquire the culture is missing from the 
race than the absence of higher education in the individual proves 
his mental incapacity to receive such training. Achievement is 
of course the final test of capacity. Ultimately there is no way 
of measuring the capacity of races or of individuals save by what 
they are able to do. But achievement in the presence of unlike 
conditions is not a measure of capacity for civilization. 

It is not meant, however, to deny that the Negro race may 
represent a somewhat lesser degree of native capacity than is the 
case with some other races. That such is the case is the practically 
unanimous opinion of writers who have any first-hand knowledge 
of the race in America, as well as of psychologists and educators 
who have used quantitative methods of inquiry in their study of the 
Negro. It is especially the conclusion of those investigators who 
have attacked the problem from the point of view of modern 
experimental psychology. Put to the test of psychological and 
educational experiment, the Negro has not, in the higher mental 
processes at least, displayed a capacity equal to that of the white. 
Mayo, 1 on the basis of an investigation of the marks of the Negro and 

1 Marion Jacob Mayo, The Mental Capacity of the American Negro (reprinted 
from the Archives of Psychology, No. 28). 
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white high-school students of New York City found the efficiency 
of the Negro children to be 76 per cent of that of the white children. 
Phillips, 1 studying retardation in the public schools of Philadelphia, 
discovered differences sufficient to cause him to question the advis- 
ability of the attempt to use a common course of study for the 
education of the two races. Strong and Morse, 2 by means of the 
Binet tests, found the Negro children inferior to the whites in all 
except rote memory. Baldwin, 3 using the substitution test on 
delinquent Negro and white girls, found the Negroes decidedly 
inferior. Pyle, 4 in a preliminary report on an important study by 
means of a number of standard tests, places the Negro child as 
three-fourths as efficient as the white. Ferguson, 5 using a series 
of tests of the higher intellectual capacities on Negro and white 
school children of Virginia, found the Negro children 75 per cent 
as efficient as the white. Other investigators report similar results. 
Every experimental study so far made has found the Negro child 
to be psychologically different from the white. 

The matter, however, is only beginning to be investigated in a 
scientific way, and the conclusions reached are still highly tenta- 
tive. As yet the studies are too few to be at all conclusive, and 
the results have in general been reached through the application 
of a scientific technique which is itself as yet but an imperfect tool. 

But on the basis of these findings — that is, on the assumption 
of the inequality of the races — the superiority of the mulattoes is 
presumably explained: they are more capable because they have 
a superior racial heredity. In intellectual capacity the mulatto 

1 B. A. Phillips, "Retardation in the Elementary Schools of Philadelphia," 
Psychological Clink, VI, 79-90; also "The Binet Tests Applied to Colored Children," 
ibid., VIII, 190-96. 

2 J. Morse, "A Comparison of White and Colored Children Measured by the 
Binet Scale of Intelligence," Popular Science Monthly, LXXXIV, 75-79; A. C. Strong, 
"Three Hundred Fifty White and Colored Children Measured by the Binet-Simon 
Measuring Scale of Intelligence," Pedagogical Seminar, XX, 485-515. 

3 B. T. Baldwin, "The Learning of Delinquent Adolescent Girls as Shown by a 
Substitution Test," Journal of Educational Psychology, IV, 317-22. 

«W. H. Pyle, Examination of School Children; also "The Mind of the Negro 
Child," School and Society, I, 357-60. 

* G. O. Ferguson, Jr., The Psychology of the Negro (reprinted from the Archives of 
Psychology, No. 36). 
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should, on the average, depart from the Negro and approach the 
capacity of the white in the ratio that the Negro intermixture de- 
creased and the white intermixture increased. On the basis of Fer- 
guson's figures the Negro would be 60, 70, 80, or 90 per cent as 
efficient as the white, depending upon whether he was a full-blood 
Negro, a sambo, a mulatto, or a quadroon. These proportions 
might be somewhat modified, owing to the fact that the mixed- 
blood race appears to be somewhat more variable than the pure 
blacks, but in general the expectation is about as stated. 

The experimental findings, however, do not square in all respects 
with the objective facts. 

Unfortunately most of the investigators have neglected to 
distinguish between individuals of pure and individuals of mixed 
blood, though several of them recognize that such neglect detracted 
from the value of their findings. Ferguson, however, classified his 
cases and calculated the expectancy of great men in the pure and 
mixed-blood groups. 1 His experiments showed the intellectual 
capacity of the general Negro population to be approximately 
three-fourths that of the white. The intellectual efficiency varied, 
however, from 60 to 90 per cent directly with the amount of 
white intermixture. On the basis of Galton's "law of deviation 
from the average" he undertook to compute the number of eminent 
men to be expected from the whites, the mulattoes, and the pure- 
blood Negroes. The standard of eminence was that of Galton. 2 
If each of the three groups were of equal mental capacity, the num- 
ber of eminent men would be 4,464 white, 397 pure-blood Negroes, 
and 99 mulattoes. But, on the basis of his assumption that the 
pure-blood Negroes were 75 per cent and the Negroes of mixed 
blood were 87 . 5 per cent as intellectually capable as the whites, 
there should be in a million of each group, 248 eminent white men, 
15 eminent mulattoes, and 1 eminent pure-blood Negro. Or, 
considering the ratio of these three classes in the total population 
of the United States, there would be 4,464 eminent white men, 6 

1 Ferguson, The Psychology of the Negro, chap. iv. 

* The degree of intellectual attainment reached by one man in each 4,300 of 
the European white population: 248 eminent men to each million in the general 
population. 
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eminent mulattoes, and 2 eminent men of pure Negro blood. That 
is, on the basis of Ferguson's findings, the expectancy of great men 
among the race in America is in the ratio of three mulattoes to 
one black Negro. Stated in another way, the chances of any child 
of mixed blood, chosen at random from the general mulatto popu- 
lation, later reaching a degree of distinction that would entitle 
him to be ranked as eminent is fifteen times as great as would be 
the chances of a full-blood black child similarly chosen. 

There are perhaps no full-blood Negroes in America today 
whose attainments are such as to admit them to the class of "emi- 
nent men " as Galton defined the term. It is not possible, therefore, 
directly to verify the accuracy of Ferguson's calculation. But if a 
lesser degree of superiority be taken — if the standard be lowered 
to a point which will admit a group of men sufficiently large for 
comparative purposes — the ratio of mulattoes to black Negroes is 
out of all comparison to Ferguson's ratio of expectancy for the 
appearance of "eminence." The "Who's Who" previously 
referred to may be taken as a group for comparison. The list 
contains a few names which should have been excluded, and it 
excludes the names of a few men who certainly rank among the 
first hundred American Negroes, but such revision would not 
change the ratio of the colors. The list, as it stands, contains 
one hundred and thirty-nine names. Four of these are names of 
Negroes of pure or nearly pure blood. The ratio of mulattoes to 
full-blood Negroes is thus approximately thirty-five to one. Or, 
considering the ratio of the blacks and the mixed bloods in the total 
population of the country, the ratio is approximately one hundred 
and forty to one. This is nearly ten times the expectancy accord- 
ing to the experimental findings. Otherwise stated, the chances 
of a mulatto child, taken at random from the general mulatto 
population, later displaying a degree of mental excellence repre- 
sented by the "Who's Who" is probably one hundred and forty 
times as great as would be the chances of a black child chosen in a 
similar manner from the general black population. On the assump- 
tion that "eminent" men will appear in the two groups in the same 
proportion as do talented men of a lesser rank, the existing ratio 
appears to be nine or ten times the expectancy. 
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The popular assumption of a difference in the mental capacity 
in the races seems to be borne out, in part at least, by the 
results of such psychological and educational studies as have been 
undertaken. But the investigation is still in its initial stage. 
Further refinement in the technique by which the studies are made 
may show that all modifying cultural elements have not been elimi- 
nated. Further studies may therefore reverse or modify the ten- 
tative conclusions so far reached, or they may verify them, or 
even demonstrate the existence of a wider divergence between the 
races than is now thought to be the case. While the work so far 
done along these experimental lines seems to justifya presumption of 
race difference, the demonstration is not yet complete. The ques- 
tion is still an open one. But, even granting all that the studies 
seem to show, the difference in capacity is not sufficient to account 
for the observed divergence in status and attainments between the 
yellow and the black groups. 

A different explanation would seem to lie with those who 
approach the problem from the point of view of ethnology and 
folk psychology. Here the weight of authority has, until recently 
at least, been on the side of an unequal native capacity and possi- 
bility of mental development among races. But the consensus 
of scholarly opinion at the present time seems to be to regard the 
backward races, not only as not having been proven to be inferior in 
mental ability, but as being, in so far at least as their inherited 
mental capacity is concerned, substantially equal to the culture 
races. "An impartial investigator," says Spiller, 1 "would be in- 
clined to look upon the various important peoples of the world 
as, to all intents and purposes, essentially equals in intellect, enter- 
prise, morality, and physique. Boaz, 2 striving to minimize the 
significance of racial differences, holds that the differences in 
civilization are essentially a matter of time and are sufficiently 
explained by the laws of chance and the general course of historical 
events. Ratzel 3 states that the difference is "purely one of eth- 
nography and civilization" and that "the study of comparative 

1 G. Spiller, "The Problem of Race Equality," Inter-Racial Problems, p. 35. 

2 The Mind of Primitive Man, pp. 6 fi. 
* History of Mankind, 1, 18-19. 
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ethnology in recent years has tended to diminish the weight of 
traditionally accepted views of anthropologists as to race dis- 
tinctions." Thomas 1 would seem to find the fundamental expla- 
nation of the difference in the mental life of two groups in that the 
run of attention has been along different lines and to the emergence 
at fortunate intervals of great personalities. "The most signifi- 
cant fact for Aryan development is the emergence among the 
Greeks of a number of eminent men who developed logic, the 
experimental method, and philosophic interest, and fixed in their 
group the habit of looking behind the incident for the general 
law." 2 Finot 3 denies that there are inferior and superior races, 
"but only races and peoples living outside or within the influence 
of culture," and that the superior culture of the white peoples is the 
effect of circumstances. It would be a simple matter to multiply 
authorities who hold that in inherent capacity there is an essential 
mental equality among races and that whatever differences are 
manifested are explainable solely on the grounds of unequal oppor- 
tunity. 

On the assumption of essential mental equality of races, the 
offspring resulting from their miscegenation would be inferior to 
neither and, if anything, superior to both. 4 A difference in cultural 
status would not affect the result, since the culture or its absence 
is incidental and explainable on other than biological grounds. 
Consequently any superiority the mixed breed may display in 
excess of the culturally inferior parent race is, presumably, to be 
accounted for on the assumption that it has enjoyed superior 
opportunity to acquire culture; any inferiority as compared to the 
culturally superior parent group which the mixed-blood group may 
display is to be explained by the fact that it has had a less favorable 
opportunity for the acquisition of culture. In the American situa- 
tion, therefore, the whites, blacks, and mulattoes are assumed to 
be equal in mental ability and in capacity for civilization. The 

1 W. I. Thomas, Source Book for Social Origins, pp. 169-72. 

2 W. I. Thomas, Sex and Society, p. 288. 

3 Jean Finot, Race Prejudice, p. 308. 

4 Superior to either on the assumption that cross-fertilization would give rise to a 
higher degree of variability. 
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inferior culture of the Negroes is assumed to be due to an unfortu- 
nate combination of circumstances not implying any congenital 
inferiority. The superiority of the mulattoes to the blacks is 
assumed to be due to the superior opportunities they have had to 
assimilate the culture of the advanced group and implies no essen- 
tial mental superiority. It is merely a matter of environment and 
opportunity. 

That the superior status of the mixed-blood group and their 
greater achievements as compared to the full-blood Negroes can 
be adequately and satisfactorily accounted for on the basis of this 
assumption alone is, to say the least, dubious. 

There has beyond doubt been some superior opportunities 
open to the mulattoes in the past that have not been open to the 
bulk of individuals of pure Negro blood. Under the slave r6gime 
the yellow boys and girls were most frequently selected for house 
and body servants, for coachmen and personal attendants, for 
confidential and responsible positions, for any and every sort of 
employment which required any special exercise of judgment or 
which brought them into any close association with the master 
class. The organic reaction toward men of mixed blood was in 
general less violent than toward the more pronounced Negro type; 
this increased their chances for association with the ruling class. 
Rightly or wrongly, there was the almost universal assumption of 
the mulattoes' superior mentality; this led to their selection when 
possible for those positions and employments requiring other than 
mechanical labor. In the cities — and it was of course in the cities 
and towns that the large percentage of mulattoes were produced — 
they were employed as porters, roustabouts, and in all the various 
lines of menial employment as well as, in larger relative numbers 
than in the rural districts, in house and body service. In the cities 
there was more occupational differentiation, and they were more 
in contact with the white race and in contact with more different 
individuals of that race than was the case in the country districts. 
These superior opportunities for observation and for a form of 
association with white people gave the individuals of a naturally 
imitative race a better opportunity than their agricultural brothers 
enjoyed to take on the superficials of white civilization. The 
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house servants — and the percentage of these was larger in the cities 
— took on a superficial refinement, impossible for their more iso- 
lated kinsmen. The occupational differentiation in both city and 
country operated to the advantage of the mixed-blood individuals. 
A good many of the mulatto group were given some education and 
property, sometimes because of their relationship to the master's 
family and sometimes because of the fact that the intimate asso- 
ciation in domestic and personal duties had given rise to genuine 
affection between the master and the intelligent faithful servant. 
The same things which caused many slaves to be given some train- 
ing and property led to the freeing of a goodly number of bondsmen. 
The free Negro class everywhere contained a high percentage of 
mulattoes, and some advantage may reasonably be expected to 
have inhered in this status, though it is by no means clear that such 
was always the case. The whole matter of attitude on the part 
of the white people and its consequent result in greater oppor- 
tunities for lighter work, more association, greater privileges, 
better training, and more freedom operated to the advan- 
tage of the mulattoes prior to the passing of the institution of 
slavery. 

All this may be claimed. At the same time it should be remem- 
bered that this whole matter of the yellow man's superior oppor- 
tunities can very easily be overdone, and it is not infrequently 
exaggerated to the point of absurdity. Some difference in 
opportunity certainly existed. But not all mulattoes enjoyed 
the superior opportunities, and many black Negroes had, in the 
South at least, surroundings equally advantageous. The house 
servants, the town Negroes, the trusted slaves, the freed blacks, 
were by no means all of mixed blood. There were more free blacks 
than free mulattoes, 1 and the majority of town negroes were black 

1 The Compendium of the Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, p. 83, gives the 
following information: 

Free Negroes 

Slave states 

Black 151.076 

Mulatto 105,945 

Free states 

Black "4,334 

Mulatto 53,150 
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rather than yellow. 1 The same thing was true of the domestics 
and other trusted servants. The available number of mulattoes 
was not unlimited, and not every white family preferred the yellow 
to the black in confidential relations. Compared to their numeri- 
cal ratio in the race, the mulattoes enjoyed some, perhaps a very 
large, advantage; but an equal and probably far greater number of 
blacks enjoyed similar advantages. The difference in status of the 
yellow and the black man is out of all proportion to the differences 
in the advantages and opportunities which prevailed in the past. 

Moreover, such discrimination as may have formerly operated to 
the disadvantage of the black Negroes has, since the passing of the 
slave order, become a negligible quantity; the black man now has* 
ostensiblyat least, essentially the same opportunity as has his lighter- 
colored relative. It is even true that in certain circumstances a 
high color is a greater advantage to a Negro than is an efficient 
mentation. The mentality which controls the operation of Negro, 
as well as of white, institutions does not always abide in conspicu- 
ous places. A black skin not infrequently receives the credit for 
the product of a white or a yellow man's brains. Color may be 
a distinct asset to a man. Especially is this true where there is 
no essential correlation between the conspicuous administrative 
position and the operation of the administrative technique. 

Further, it is not demonstrable that the advance of the 
mulattoes is referable to their superior opportunities, even if it be 
admitted that the opportunities were superior. The training in 
household service under the slave regime often produced a highly 
polished servant, but there is little evidence to bear out the assump- 
tion that this refinement was anything more than monkey imitation 
of the superficial traits of the race above them. It is not this class 
which produced the sane leaders of a later period. Freed from the 
tutelage of the white, this trained class took an active and not highly 
creditable part in the political life of the succeeding decade and 
later formed an exploiting class socially above the race. It was 
the industrially trained Negroes who first found their bearings in 
the new life of freedom, and it is their descendants who have made 

1 For the urban and rural distribution of the mixed- and pure-blood Negro popu- 
lation in i860, see the United States Census, 1890, "Population," Vol. I, part 1, p. 191. 
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a common-sense adjustment to the exigencies of the situation. 1 
Real ability is pretty largely independent of the opportunities 
which condition the advance of mediocrity. The opportunities 
of Booker T. Washington were not noticeably superior to those of 
some ten million other Negroes and mulattoes. His advance was 
not alone due to superior opportunities. 

The superior status of the mulattoes does not appear to be 
explainable on the single assumption of superior opportunity, any 
more than it is explainable on the assumption of the inequality of 
the races to which they trace their origin. Either assumption will 
account for superiority, neither will account for great superiority, 
and a combination of both is inadequate to account for the gulf 
that exists between the yellow and the black. 

It is necessary to look for other factors, independent of, or 
supplementary to, those ordinarily posited to explain the prevailing 
facts. Such a factor — and one of first-rate importance and one 
that seems everywhere to have escaped notice — is not far to seek. 

Aside from any question of inherent equality or inequality, 
which is a subject still awaiting further scientific investigation, 
there has been in the past a biological selection in favor of the 
mulatto group, and, in a somewhat altered form, the same force is 
powerfully operating in favor of the mulatto group today. 

The mixed-blood group was of course in its origin the product 
of extra-matrimonial association between the white men and the 
Negro women. From the Caucasian side the mulattoes' ancestry 
has not as a rule been of a particularly high order. The great mass 
of the mulattoes must trace their ancestry back to the association 
of their women with the lower classes of the whites. In America 
the Negroes began coming in large numbers just at the time that 
the system of white indentured servitude was at its height, and it 
was in part the association of these people with the Negro slaves 
and the freed Negroes which gave rise to the first mulattoes. 
Among this indentured class there were, of course, great numbers 
of self-respecting persons whose ability and whose moral standards 
were in nowise below those of the more economically prosperous 
classes, but there was also among them a large number of criminals, 

1 Booker T. Washington, "The Story of the Negro," Outlook, XCIII, 311. 
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paupers, prostitutes, and other individuals of diseased bodies and 
debased minds — individuals mentally, morally, and physically far 
below the general average of the population of either Europe or 
America. The class, along with those of ability and worth, included 
the riffraff of the English cities. It was these who found congenial 
companions among the slave class. 1 Throughout the Colonial 
period the feeling against the sexual association of the races was 
so strong that such unions were entered into only at the price of 
public punishment and social ostracism. 2 There was, of course, 
some concubinage of slave women by white men, and so far as this 
was the case the mulatto offspring was, on the father's side, from an 
economically superior class. Quite naturally, however, this sort of 
relation between the slave masters and their serving women has 
been grossly exaggerated. The better class of white men do not 
today consort with Negro women, and there is little reputable 
evidence to support the proposition that the custom was ever 
general among the better classes. Concubinage in America found 
its best expression between the free Negro women of mixed blood 
and non-slave-holding men. Most of the association of Negro 
women and white men took place in the cities and towns and, 
while frequently involving the slave master or some male member 
of his household, was most frequently association of a casual sort 
with males of the lower classes. Certainly some mulattoes of to- 
day can trace their ancestry back to men of a superior type. Benja- 
min Franklin seems to have made no secret of his association with 
Negro women. But this, like a good many other similar cases 
cited, shows that superior men sometimes come from the lower 
classes and that the lower classes associated with Negro women, 
but it fails to involve in any way the superior slave-holding class. 
Franklin was certainly not of the aristocracy of his time. On the 
whole, and in spite of well-known exceptions, it must be admitted 

1 J. S. Bassett, Slavery and Servitude in the Colony of North Carolina, pp. 22, 80; 
J. R. Brackett, The Negro in Maryland, p. 121; J. C. Ballagh, White Servitude in the 
Colony of Virginia,^. 72, 73; J. H. Russell, The Free Negro in Virginia, pp. 40, 127, 138. 

2 Brackett, The Negro in Maryland, pp. 32-34, 196; Bassett, Slavery and Servitude 
in the Colony of North Carolina, pp. 58-59, 68-69; G. W. Williams, History of the Negro 
Race in America, I, 240; E. R. Turner, The Negro in Pennsylvania, pp. 29-31, i94-95» 
196; W. I. McCormac, White Servitude in Maryland, p. 67. 
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that from the Caucasian side the mulattoes' ancestry has been, if 
not an inferior one, at least not above the average. 

But from the Negro side the mulattoes are descended from the 
best of the race. In this respect America is but a single case of 
what appears to have been the general rule: 1 the choicer females 
of a subject race have always been selected as the concubines and 
auxiliary wives of the master race. It is sometimes asserted that 
only the vicious members of the backward race entered into such 
relations, but this is not in accord with the facts-. There is no 
question as to the opportunity of white men to intermix with women 
of the lower race. It was not a question of opportunity on the 
part of the white male so much as it was a question of desire. 
Such association was to the Negro woman an honor sought and 
not a relation avoided. The choicest females of the black group 
became the mothers of a race of half-breeds. The female off- 
spring of these mixed unions became chosen in turn to serve the 
pleasure of the superior group. By this process of repeated selec- 
tion of the choicer girls of the black and mulatto groups 2 to become 
the mothers of a new generation of mixed-blood individuals there 
has been a constant force making for the production of a choicer 
and choicer type of female. So far as a correlation maintains 
between physical perfection and mental superiority and in so far 
as such superiority is a heritable thing, the mulattoes, from one 
side of their ancestry at least, have tended to produce a superior 
type. 

But there is another consideration. The house servants 
throughout the slavery period were a selected class. Appearance 
was one element entering into their choice for that occupation; 
natural intelligence was another. The females of this class repre- 
sented both physically and mentally the best of the race. It was, 
of course, from the class of house girls both in cities and on the 
plantations that the concubines of white men were mostly selected. 
These girls had the greatest opportunity to meet men outside of 
the immediate family, and they it was who became the mothers 

1 Franz Oppenheimer, The State; Its History and Development Viewed Sociologi- 
cally, pp. So ff. 

3 F. L. Olmsted, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States, pp. 593 ff. 
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of the successive generations of mixed bloods. They were the 
choicer and the more sought-after class. More than any other 
class among the Negroes, unless the free Negroes and mulattoes 
be excepted, the physically and mentally superior house-servant 
girls became the mothers of successive generations of mulattoes. 
Here there is no question of their mental superiority; that was 
one criterion on which their selection for house servants was 
made. 

The mulattoes thus trace their ancestry back to the choicest 
physical and mental type of their race. On the Caucasian side 
the pedigree runs back to a more miscellaneous group, among which 
are men of every class of society and every grade of intelligence. 
On the whole they represent the middle and social levels. So far 
as the mulatto is the product of the lowest white and the best 
black, he would not, on the assumption of equal race ability, pre- 
sumably stand superior to his racial average. So far as it can be 
shown that he was the product of the middle-class or upper-class 
white men and in so far as the superior social status connotes 
superior mentality, he was the product of the best Negroes and 
an average or superior white and would be by heredity superior 
to the average of the black group. On the whole it would seem 
that the mulattoes, because of this process of sexual selection, are 
somewhat superior to the black Negroes. 

There has been and is, however, a further and much more 
important selective influence at work, tending in a much less 
uncertain way to the production and the perpetuation of an inher- 
ently superior mulatto group. 

The European peoples and their descendants in every part of 
the world have always assumed the mental superiority of the 
white race. The superiority of their culture was so palpably 
evident as never to be called into question. That this superior 
culture was not a conclusive demonstration of white superiority 
was a consideration that seldom rose above the threshold of con- 
sciousness. Peoples were judged by the prevailing state of their 
civilization; the inequality of peoples was assumed on the basis of 
their unequal advancement. That the white was superior and 
was the proper standard by which all others were to be judged was 
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the undebated and unquestioned presupposition. That the Negro 
slaves were mentally inferior was assumed and unquestioned. 

Consequently from the genesis of the mulatto group in America 
they have been assumed by the whites to be mentally more capable 
than the extreme Negro type. The assumption of inequality 
between the parent-races ruled any other belief out of considera- 
tion. The white blood was a visible evidence of the mixed-bloods' 
superiority to the more lowly black; his equally evident relation- 
ship to the lower group was similarly evidence of his inferiority 
to the pure-blood whites. In the thought of the white man he took 
rank from the inception of the group as a mentally, as he obviously 
was physically, intermediate type. 

The Negroes recognized the superiority of their masters and 
attributed that superiority, as did the white man himself, to the 
fact of his race and color. They accepted their inferior status as 
a consequence of their inferiority. No Negro questioned the supe- 
rior ability of the white, and probably there is no Negro today who 
does not subconsciously believe the white man superior. Certainly 
the assumption is less questioned among them than among the 
whites. 

The mulattoes, when they appeared upon the scene, simply 
took over the prevailing way of thinking. They accepted the 
white man as superior, recognized the Negro as inferior, and looked 
upon themselves as an intermediate type. The white man treated 
them as inferior; the Negroes treated them as superior. They 
looked up to the white and down on the black. Because of their 
assumed superiority — or for whatever reason — they were given a 
higher status than that of most of the blacks. The blacks 
recognized the difference made and accepted the white man's 
estimate. They attributed the superior position of the mulattoes 
to the fact of their mixed blood. The mulattoes very soon came to 
enjoy a prestige among the black group because of their relative 
absence of color and because of their assumed or actual superiority. 

As a consequence of this caste feeling, which appeared almost 
as soon as the mulattoes, there has always tended to be, and there 
frequently has been, in fact, a separation between the blacks and 
the mulattoes on the basis of color. The mulattoes have always 
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tended to draw away from the Negroes, to avoid intimate associa- 
tion with them, to form separate societies, and to find their asso- 
ciates among others of their kind and among certain classes of 
whites. It has only been the constant pressure from above that 
has prevented the cleavage between the black and the yellow men 
from becoming a hard-and-fast color line. The mulattoes tended 
from the first to intermarry among themselves and so to perpetuate 
their traditional superiority. The sex relations between the 
mulattoes and the black Negroes tend to be of the kind that exist 
between the whites and the mulattoes rather than to be an inter- 
marriage relation. The black girl is flattered by attentions from 
the mulatto man, just as the mulatto girl is flattered by the atten- 
tions of the white man. 

The presence of this potential caste just above him has always 
been the envy of the black man. To gain admittance to it has 
always been his hope and his ambition. White is the badge of 
superiority. It was by catering to the blacks' desire to be like the 
mulatto and the mulattoes' desire to be like the white, by means 
of bleaching powders and hair-straighteners, that the most widely 
advertised woman of the race is enabled to maintain a villa in 
California and purchase a residence in the most exclusive section 
of Long Island far from contact with less shrewd and more highly 
colored Negroes. The racial uniform is the Negroes' most heavy 
burden. 

As a result of the social prestige of the mulattoes, the group 
is able to attract to itself every superior man who appears among 
the Negroes. To the extent that a black man is naturally superior, 
to the extent that he distinguishes himself among his fellows, to 
the extent that he advances to a superior or conspicuous place 
within the group by virtue of education, the accumulation of prop- 
erty, or what not, just to that extent does he become eligible for 
admission into mulatto society and qualified for marriage into the 
mulatto caste. The desire on the part of the Negroes, owing in 
part to the prestige enjoyed by the mulattoes, results in the con- 
dition of almost every superior man among the black Negroes 
marrying a mulatto wife. The superior mulatto men rarely ever 
marry into the black group. Of the half-dozen black Negroes of 
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some eminence in America at the present time, no one, so far as 
the facts are known, is married to a black woman. 

A single illustration of the tendency will suffice. The National 
Negro Business League will serve as an example of what is true of 
any group of exceptional men of the race. This group of men is 
doubtless the most representative group of Negroes in America. 
The life membership includes almost every Negro of any special 
importance in any particular line of work; certainly it includes the 
best in every line. Of the two hundred odd life members of the 
League, 1 definite facts were ascertained in regard to 143 married 
men. Of these men, 14 are black men of pure or nearly pure 
blood. Twenty are dark mulattoes — that is, men of more Negro 
than Caucasian blood. Forty are men of approximately equal 
parts of Negro and Caucasian intermixture. Forty-two are light- 
skinned mulattoes — that is, men of considerable more. Caucasian 
than Negro blood. Twenty-seven are near-white mulattoes; they 
are men whose features show only a trace, and in some cases 
scarcely a trace, of Negro intermixture. If now the wives of these 
men be classified into similar categories, 3 are found to be full-blood 
or nearly full-blood Negresses, 14 are of approximately three- 
fourths Negro blood, 32 are of about equal parts Negro and Cau- 
casian, 54 are of approximately three-fourths white blood, and 
40 show only a trace or even less of Negro blood. It is thus 
seen that there is an appreciably larger percentage of Negro 
blood in this group of successful men than there is in the group 
of women which they have chosen to be the mothers of their 
children. 

Further analysis of the facts shows the tendency of the men to 
select wives of the same or a lighter color. It is quite the exception 
to find a man married to a woman of a color darker than his own. 
Of the exceptions to this rule, two at least are to be accounted for 
by the fact that the woman who is a party to the union is a person 
of wealth or distinction and so was the one able to exercise choice 
in the marriage selection. But the chief exception to the rule is 
in the case of those near-white members of the group who, if they 
are to marry within the race at all, must mate with women of their 

1 From the Report of the Fourteenth Annual Convention; 1913. 
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own or a darker color. Thrown into the form of a table (Table I) 
the facts are strikingly apparent. 



TABLE I 





Number and Color oe Their Wives 


Number and Color of Men 


Black 


Dark 
Mulattoes 


Mulattoes 


Light 
Mulattoes 


Near-White 


Black, 14 


2 

1 




2 
S 

2 

3 

2 


3 
5 
18 
2 
4 


5 
8 

9 

24 

8 


2 


Mulattoes, 40 


2 
10 


Light mulattoes, 42 


13 

13 




3 


14 


32 


54 


40 



Of the 14 men of pure or nearly pure Negro blood, 2 are married 
to women of approximately full blood; 2 of them are married to 
dark-skinned mulattoes — that is, to women of approximately three- 
fourths Negro blood; 3 are married to women of approximately equal 
parts of Negro and Caucasian blood; 5 are married to light-colored 
mulatto women — that is, quadroons or octoroons; 2 are married 
to near-white women. The 14 women on the average contain 
appreciably more Caucasian than Negro blood. In 12 of the 14 
cases the children of these exceptional men are mulattoes; in only 
2 of the 14 cases will any of the native superiority of their black 
father which they may show or transmit be an asset to the black 
as distinct from the mulatto group. 

In the whole list the men are in 59 cases married to women 
lighter in color than themselves; in 62 cases the color of the hus- 
band and the wife is approximately the same, while in only 22 cases 
is the wife darker than the husband. In 121 of the 143 cases, 
therefore, the children resulting from the union will be of the same 
or a lighter color 1 than the father, and in only 22 cases will the 
offspring be of a darker hue. Moreover, as has already been pointed 
out, in several of the latter cases the men are themselves prac- 
tically white and their wives only a shade darker. In any case 
their children belong to a light-mulatto or near-white group. It is 

1 Some allowance must also be made for some non-predictable variability in the 
offspring of hybrid parents. 
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thus apparent that in this group of successful and talented men 
there is a sexual selection against the black and in favor of the 
lighter-colored type. 

As a result of this marriage selection, whatever talent there is 
among the mulattoes remains among the mulattoes; whatever 
talent there is among the black group marries into the mulatto 
caste. In either event the talent of the whole race finds its way 
into the mulatto group. The descendants of these talented men 
are mulattoes, and whatever of the father's superior mentality 
and energy they may show or carry becomes an asset to the mulatto 
group, and the full-blood group is correspondingly impoverished. 
The mulatto caste loses none of its native worth and is constantly 
reinforced by the addition to it of the best of the variant types 
which appear among the numerically larger group. 

When this fact of marriage selection is recognized, it becomes 
possible to account for the demonstrated superiority of the mulatto 
group without assuming anything in regard to the inherent inferi- 
ority of the black race and without exaggerating the opportunities 
which the mixed-bloods have had to assimilate the culture of the 
white group. It is not necessary to show biological difference in 
the mental capacity of the parent-races in order to account for a 
biological superiority in the mixed-blood group. The selective 
influence operating through the channels of conventional marriage 
would, in the course of a few generations, undoubtedly produce a 
somewhat superior group. The difference in capacity of mulattoes 
and full-blood Negroes observed by several investigators and sus- 
pected by others may very well trace its origin to the operation of 
this selective factor rather than to an unequal capacity of the 
parent-races. If further investigation bears out the hypothesis 
of race inequality, this selective factor will account, in part at least, 
for the fact that the mixed-blood is not a median group, but in 
status and in ability to produce superior individuals stands nearer 
to the Caucasian than to the Negro parent. 

But the validity of the present position is in no way dependent 
upon the hypothesis of race difference. It rather reinforces the 
position of those who, while maintaining essential race equality, 
have not been able to account satisfactorily for the superiority of 
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the mulattoes without placing an undue emphasis on the better 
opportunity they have had to assimilate the culture of the white 
group. The white man's assumption of the mixed-bloods' superior 
capability, entirely aside from any question as to the accuracy of 
the assumption, created in the Negro race the tradition of mulatto 
superiority. It laid the basis for a class separation on the basis of 
skin coloration and for the social prestige of the mixed-blood group. 
The social superiority of the mulattoes in the presence of their 
inability to form a closed caste has operated, through the influence 
of marriage selection, to bring into the group the favorable variant 
types produced by the entire race. The effect, on the whole and 
through the course of generations, has been to build up on the basis 
of the cultural class divergence a group that is not only culturally 
and traditionally superior, but one whose ancestry contains practi- 
cally every superior man the race in America has produced and 
which is, in consequence, a group of greater inherent possibility 
than is the branch of the race from which the favorable variant 
types have been successively abstracted. Even on the assumption 
of essential equality of the black as compared to the white race 
this sex selection on the basis of class separation and traditional su- 
periority must be taken into account in explaining the superior 
status of the mulatto group and in accounting for the greater num- 
ber of superior individuals produced by the mixed-blood division of 
the race. 

In this marriage selection there is a factor which, taken in con- 
nection with either of the conventional explanations of race dif- 
ferences or independent of either one or both of them, is operating 
to produce a superior racial group. In the American mulatto the 
evolution of a superior race may be seen in process. 



